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Welcome to Indian Hills 
where we still believe and teach 
the old, old message—Jesus saves!

Having a precise understand-
ing of what it means to believe in 
Jesus has never been more critical.

Sadly, many churches have 
reduced Christianity to a health-
and-wealth, prosperity, or best-
life-now plan. How it must grieve 
God to see the many led astray by 
this foolishness.

The message of the cross is 
clearly presented in the Bible. 
Beginning with Genesis and end-
ing with Revelation, we learn of 
man’s sinfulness, and God’s plan 
for salvation.

God’s love required Jesus, 
His only beloved Son, to die for 
our sins. When we repent of our 
sins and place our faith in Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, we are 
saved from the penalty of hell and 
brought into God’s eternal family.

What a gift—eternal blessings 
in heaven! Those who know what 
it means to be God’s child would 
never trade it in for the prosperity, 
health-and-wealth, or best-life-now 
gospel.

Wide & Narrow Roads
In America, most people 

believe there is a heaven and a hell. 
What’s interesting however, is that 
almost everyone believes they are 
going to heaven. Few believe they 
are going to hell.

Jesus said the exact opposite. 
He said, “Enter through the narrow 
gate; for the gate is wide and the 
way is broad that leads to destruc-
tion, and there are many who enter 
through it. For the gate is small 
and the way is narrow that leads to 
life, and there are few who find it” 
(Matthew 7:13, 14).

Many people who think they 
are on the path to heaven are tragi-
cally mistaken. If you believe there 
is a heaven, yet live without any 
thought of God, you are likely one 
of the many on the wide path to 
destruction.

God is not fooled by our 
outward trappings. He knows our 
very thoughts and when we die, we 
will have to give an account of our 
lives. Heaven or hell is hanging in 
the balance.

Today, while there is still time, 
please consider what road you are 
on. Come to Jesus today.
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Be Filled with the Spirit
Duane Leach

Ephesians 5:18-21
Every believer has been given 

the power and ability to be pleas-
ing to the Lord. It is through the 
filling of the Spirit, something too 
many of us take for granted or sim-
ply ignore in our daily lives.

heart to the Lord; always giving 
thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even 
the Father, and be subject to one 
another in the fear of Christ.”

The negative command is to 
refrain from drunkenness. To be-
come drunk is to lose control. We 
even use the term “under the influ-
ence” to indicate when someone 
has had too much to drink. This 
can lead to all manner of problems 
due to that loss of control.

In a similar manner, believers 
are to be filled or come under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit. We 
are to voluntarily give over our de-
cisions and actions to His control. 
This is a present tense, ongoing 
command. Be being filled with 
the Spirit. It is an act of the will, 
surrendering all of our being to 
the guidance of the Spirit. This is 
why we continually stress the need 
to know the Word of God. He will 
guide and empower us using the 
truth of the Word that He inspired. 
Being filled with the Holy Spirit 
is at the heart of our ability to live 
godly lives. If we aren’t under the 
Spirit’s control we will be under 
the control of the flesh. Without the 
filling of the Holy Spirit nothing 
we do is of any spiritual benefit.

We are given some of the 
indications of what a Spirit-filled 
life looks like, though the list isn’t 

Duane Leach and his wife, Cathie, 
have been married 44 years. They 
are the parents of three grown 
children, four grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.

Paul not only gives the com-
mand to be filled with the Spirit, 
he gives us a comparison and 
evidence of what it will look like 
when we truly are filled. Ephesians 
5:18-21, “And do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is dissipation, 
but be filled with the Spirit, speak-
ing to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, sing-
ing and making melody with your 



Heartbeat • 5

exhaustive. We will worship and 
give thanks and encourage others 
to do the same through music of 
various kinds. This isn’t simply 
an emotional response. Our minds 
must be engaged to understand 
what God has done. It’s instructive 
to see that giving thanks will be a 
mark of being filled with the Spirit. 
He will show us how much we have 
been given by our loving Father.

Another evidence of the 
Spirit’s filling is in our relation-
ships with each other. We are to be 
in subjection to one another, some-
thing our flesh rebels against. In 
the following verses Paul instructs 
all believers exactly how they are 
to submit. Husbands and wives, 
parents and children, and slaves 
and masters, living in obedience, 
will demonstrate the reality of the 
filling of the Holy Spirit. The doc-
trine that Paul has been teaching 
in the early chapters of Ephesians 
finds its practical fulfillment in 
our day-to-day interactions with 
others.
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Meet the Deacon for Children’s Church
Jim Aust
Gale Engle

A good Catholic boy, Jim Aust 
was born and raised in Fremont 
until he was 15 years old.

Jim and his wife, Penny, have been 
married 36 years and they are the 
parents of three grown children.

“I went to Catholic school and 
was convinced that Roman Ca-
tholicism was the one true church. 
I only had one problem with the 
Catholic religion. I believed that I 
could go directly to God, instead 
of to a priest, and that only God 
could forgive my sins.”

In 1975, Jim’s family moved to 
Grand Island where Jim attended 
public school. “I didn’t have any 
friends in Grand Island,” Jim said. 

“When some kids befriended me, I 
fell in with them without consider-
ing what kind of friends they’d be 
and headed down the path of drugs 
and alcohol.”

After high school, Jim became 
restless. “I was not happy with the 
way my life was going and felt 
unfulfilled. I wondered if this was 
all there was to life.” 

Providentially, Billy Graham 
was on television one night and 
Jim watched. “He got me think-
ing and I was intrigued when he 
invited me to come to Christ.”

Jim considered coming to 
Christ, and wondered if becom-
ing a Christian would make him 
happy. “I flirted with the idea for 
a year and even wrote to Billy 
Graham, asking for a tract. What 
I didn’t know was that the Holy 
Spirit was convicting me. I was be-
coming more and more unfulfilled 
with getting intoxicated and high.”

The tract from Billy Graham 
arrived in June, 1981. “It laid out 
the gospel and said if I sensed a 
longing for God, and I was, that 
was God speaking to my heart.” 
The tract also explained that one 
must repent and believe to be 
saved.

“I read the tract and cried,” 
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Jim said. “I knew this was what 
I wanted. I wanted to belong to 
God, to be His child. I believed 
Jesus died for my sins and paid 
my sin penalty. I turned from my 
sins, made a break with the old and 
from that day on I was drug and 
alcohol free.”

Not long after his salvation, 
a friend from work invited Jim to 
come hear an ex-Catholic priest 
talk about becoming a Christian. 
“I sat in the front row. The speaker 
said that Catholic nuns are going 
to hell. That angered me and when 
he asked for questions I chastised 
him for saying that nuns who have 
given their lives to doing good 
were going to hell.

“He said, ‘What are they trust-
ing? Good works or the finished 
work of Christ?’

“I didn’t know,” Jim said. 
“However, I could see that the 
truth was taught at that church and 
I continued to attend. Not only 
was I baptized there, I met Penny 
there.” Jim and Penny were mar-
ried in 1982.

“I learned to teach junior high 
students and sensed the Lord was 
leading me to teach kids. One of 
the first things I learned was that 
I couldn’t be boring or they would 
tune me out. I worked hard to keep 
the lessons interesting.”

Jim accepted a job with Ami-
gos and he and Penny moved to 
Milford. “I had been listening to 
Gil on the radio and there was no 

doubt where we’d go to church. 
We started attending The Hills in 
1987.”

Jim started working with Chil-
dren’s Church and said, “When I 
look back I can see God’s leading 
me to this ministry with the kids. 
It is a privilege to have a part in 
laying a biblical foundation for 
their lives.”

Children Learn at 
Children’s Church

Children’s Church is a great 
opportunity for our children to 
learn about God at a level best 
suited to their intellectual develop-
ment.

If your children have friends 
and neighbors they would like to 
bring to church with them, con-
sider making the extra effort. We 
would love to have them join us for 
this exciting morning of worship at 
Children’s Church. 

Children’s Church is for chil-
dren in kindergarten through fifth 
grade. The children are dismissed 
from the auditorium prior to Pastor 
Gil’s message. They meet in the 
chapel for singing, a lesson, and 
prayer before separating into their 
individual classes.

As parents, you can help your 
children prepare for Children’s 
Church by instilling the think-
ing in them that they can be good 
examples to others.
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Everyone is welcome.
Invitations are available at the main entrances.
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Free Guided Tour of Israel
Join Scott Bailey on Wednes-

day, April 4, 11, and 18 for the trip 
of a lifetime—a free, guided tour 
of the Promised Land.

A seasoned tour guide, Scott 
has visited the Holy Land three 
times and will provide pictures 
and inside information on many 
biblical sites.

Tour group at Ein Gedi.

Ein Gedi served as one of the main 
places of refuge for David as he 
fled from Saul. “David went up 
from there and stayed in the strong-
holds of Ein Gedi” (1 Sam 23:29). 
Ein Gedi means “the spring of the 
kid (goat).” Evidence exists that 
wild goats have always lived near 
the springs of Ein Gedi. Also, in a 
cave near here, David cut off the 
corner of Saul’s robe (1 Sam. 24).

Besides providing historical, 
archeological, and biblical back-
ground on nearly every site you 
visit, Scott is concerned about your 
physical well-being, and will see to 
it that you are not overtaxed during 
the tour. That’s why his wife, Mer-
rily, will make sure cookies and 
coffee are available for everyone.

Don’t even think about book-
ing a hotel! Class will end at 8:00 
p.m. and you’ll be able to sleep in 
your own home, in your own bed.

If you’d enjoy visiting the 
middle east from a comfortable 
chair, this trip is for you.

Tour sites include: Masada, 
Ein Gedi, Dead Sea, Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, Nazareth, Jericho, Beth-
lehem, Mount of Olives, Qumron 
Caves, Sea of Galilee, Via Do-
lorosa, Jordan River, Caesarea 
Philippi, Western Wall, Dome of 
the Rock, Church of the Holy Sep-
ulcher, Megiddo, Mediterranean 
Sea, Mount Tabor, Tomb of David, 
etc.

Traveling to Israel is a wonder-
ful, enlightening, and inspirational 
experience! We heartily recom-
mend everyone take this voyage.

Bon Voyage!
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Family News
Birth. Jon and Kate Morten are 
the parents of a girl, Nova Eliza-
beth, born March 8, 2018.
Thank You to Jeanne Vallicott, 
who is retiring from the Flower 
Garden ministry after 14 years of 
faithful service. 

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The chil-
dren studied Leviticus 11–16 and 
learned about God ordaining the 
day of atonement. The lesson goal 
is to understand the need to con-
fess sin and that forgiveness and 
cleansing from sin are necessary.

Information
New Date for Vacation Bible 
School. VBS will be held June 
18–22. Please note the change and 
mark your calendars.
Legible Printing. Several people 
with nice penmanship are needed 
to print titles and authors on 
library cards. If you would like to 
help, contact Gale Engle at 402-
483-4541 or Gale.Engle@ihcc.org.
Titus Tuesday. Please join us on 
Tuesday, March 20 at 9:00 a.m. 
for a light brunch and fellowship. 
Sharon Riekenberg will teach 
on Discerning Love to the Glory 
of God. A discussion group will 
follow. Loree Westenberg will be 

sharing some delicious Italian food 
recipes for our second hour class 
in rooms 1101-1102. Child care is 
provided.
Titus Tuesday Cleaning Morning 
has been rescheduled for Tuesday, 
March 27 from 9:00–11:00 a.m. 
Child care and regular classes for 
all kids will continue as usual. 
Although our Titus Tuesday ladies 
do the lion’s share of the cleaning, 
everyone is welcome to come and 
help—men, college students, or 
ladies who don’t normally attend 
Titus Tuesday are welcome. We 
appreciate the help.
Awana will not meet on Wednes-
day, March 21. See you the follow-
ing week on Wednesday, March 28.
VBS Workers meeting will be 
held Sunday, April 8 at 4:45 p.m. 
in the chapel. If you would like 
to help with VBS this year, you 
should attend this meeting.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.
Wednesday Night Bible Study. 
Adam Flaugh will focus on evan-
gelism Wednesday, March 21 and 
a panel of experienced evangelists 
will answer questions about shar-
ing the gospel. Come and get your 
questions answered. Join us at 7:00 
p.m. in room 1417.
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Last Week’s Message
March 11 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 
2034. God’s Eternal Gospel. Rev-
elation 14:6-7
March 11 PM. Gil Rugh. GR 2115. 
The Underlying Issue in Our Sal-
vation. Galatians 6:11-13

Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the 
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets 
each Monday at 6:15 p.m. begin-
ning March 26, weather permit-
ting. Meet at the north entrance 
of IHCC (by the security desk). 
Everyone is welcome to attend. If 
you’ve never been out before, we 
will pair you up with someone who 
has experience and you can learn 
by observing.
Teachers and Song Leaders are 
needed at Woodlawn (near 84th 
and O) starting the third Sunday 
in May; at Country House (70th 
and O) on the fourth Sunday of 
every month; and at three other 
locations. Contact Tom Price at 
402-792-9331 or mathmanprice@
gmail.com for more information.
Branson Tour. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for our annual 
tour of Branson on November 
6–9, 2018. The cost is $377/person 
double occupancy; or $754/couple; 
or $472/single occupancy. Deposits 
of $50 per person to reserve your 
space are due by September 1. 
Final payments due by October 1. 
If you have questions, please call 
Sandy Rathe at 402-540-6614, or 
email: srathe727@gmail.com
Hospitality Ministry needs one 
door greeter at the southwest 
doors on Sunday mornings from 
8:30–9:00 a.m. Each greeter is on 
rotation for one month per quarter 
and serves four months a year. Let 
Brian Willet (brian.willet@outlook.
com) know if you’re interested. 

Missionary Prayer group will 
meet on Wednesday, March 21 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Lending Library.  
All women are invited to join us.
Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, March 20, at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and sewing.
Cleaners Needed. If you’d like 
to vacuum a section of the church 
once every five weeks, contact 
Tami Coffin, 402-366-3490.
Event Kitchen. If you have an 
upcoming event that involves 
the new Event Kitchen, contact 
Rachel Gould at church, 402-483-
4541. She will reserve it for your 
group and give you an Event Sheet, 
which will help with the plan-
ning. Questions to Merrily Bailey 
402-730-7617.  
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of hospitalizations and 
births.
Weddings & Funerals. Please call 
the church, 402-483-4541, and ask 
for Pastor Duane Nelsen or Pastor 
Aaron Nicholson for wedding and 
funeral arrangements.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m.
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Sisters 7:00 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:00 a.m. 

Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday
Missionary Prayer Group 1:30 p.m.

Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m.
Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.

Orchestra 6:00 p.m.
No Awana

Choir 7:00 p.m.
No Junior High Study

Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
March 26 

Door to Door Evangelism

March 27 
Titus Tuesday Cleaning Morning 

9:00–11:00 a.m.

March 30 
Good Friday Service 

Communion

April 1 
Resurrection Sunday

April 7 
Dodgeball Tourney 
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

April 8 
VBS Meeting 4:45 p.m. 

Boys of Faith Dessert Social

April 10 
Intermission 6:15 p.m.

April 22 
Girls’ Choir Concert 2:00 p.m.

May 4–6 (New Date) 
Boys of Faith Spring Campout

May  13 
Mother’s Day 

Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

May  25–28 
Girls of Grace Camp

June 17 
Father’s Day

June 18–22 (New Date) 
Vacation Bible School

July 4 
Independence Day 
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